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Dear [Type Name] MP,

Legal Aid Funding – Family Law Matters

I have recently been denied legal aid for my family law matter.  I was denied legal aid because [enter reason legal aid was refused and some details about your particular matter. 
Some examples of the reasons legal aid is sometimes refused are listed below:

- I have reached my Legal Aid fee cap and cannot get any more funding above this ceiling
- Our property dispute has been joined to our children's dispute, even though I would qualify for aid based on Legal Aid’s means test.
- My matter relates to a property issue
- My matter relates to a contravention order.] 
As a member of your electorate, I am writing to urge your support for an increase in funding for Australia’s legal assistance sector so that others in my position can have access to desperately needed legal assistance.

All Australians should have access to legal advice and services, regardless of how much money they have.  But a crisis in legal aid funding is affecting the delivery of these services to many vulnerable members of our community. 

In particular in Victoria, people involved in family law disputes are suffering from legal aid cut backs.  In February 2008, Victoria Legal Aid scaled back its services in family law due to budgetary pressures. This led to a decrease in the number of grants of legal assistance available in Commonwealth family law matters. Our avenues of access to justice have been severely reduced by these cuts. The ultimate casualties of these cuts are our children and our family relationships.
I therefore implore you to commit to the following objectives:

· In the short term, commit to the per capita funding to Legal Aid Commissions to 1997 levels. This would require a $43.2 million increase in the 2010-11 Commonwealth Budget.

· In the longer term, restore Commonwealth share of Legal Aid Commission funding to 50% (up from 32%). This would require an additional recurrent expenditure of $220 million.

· Make the Commonwealth increase condition on States/Territories maintaining their funding levels.

· Develop a National Partnership Agreement with the States/Territories which is based on national goals, as distinct from Commonwealth or State goals.

If the Government are serious about its access to justice agenda, they must ensure that a person’s inability to pay is not a barrier to the legal system and more generally, to justice. 

I look forward to receiving your response.

Yours Sincerely,

[Insert Name]

