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Submission to the National Human Rights Consultation Committee
The National Human Rights Consultation Committee wants to hear your views on the protection and promotion of human rights in Australia.  We encourage you to use this questionnaire as a way to share your views.  You can send your completed submission to the Committee. Alternatively, if you consent, we will forward your submission to the Committee.  Your responses will also inform our own submissions to the Committee.
1.  Personal details
	Name
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Organisation
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Position
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Address

	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Telephone
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Email
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


2.  Which human rights should be protected and promoted in Australia?

A.  In your view, which of the following human rights and fundamental freedoms should be protected?
	( All of the human rights set out below 
( Right to self-determination
( Right to equality and freedom from discrimination
( Right to an adequate standard of living

( Right to the highest possible standard of health 

( Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

( Freedom of movement
( Right to privacy
( Freedom of association and peaceful assembly
( Freedom of speech and expression

( Freedom from forced work
( Right to liberty, safety and security of the person 
( Right to education
( Right to maintain culture and language
( Freedom from being tried and punished more than once   
( Right not to be arbitrarily detained or imprisoned
	( Right to be treated with dignity and respect

( Right to life
( Right to adequate housing
( Right to participate in public life
( Right to live with your family

( Right to a fair trial
( Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief

( Right to vote
( Right to work
( Right join and form trade unions
( Right to an adequate income and social security

( Right to adequate food and water

( Freedom from discrimination on the grounds of gender or sex
( Right to humane treatment when deprived of liberty
( Right to marriage

	( Other (please state) (eg. rights related to women, children or the environment) …………………………………………………………………….. ………………….…………………………………………………... ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......................................................................................................................................................................................


Please explain why these rights are important to you: 
(Eg. Working with homeless persons has made me appreciate the importance of economic and social rights including rights to adequate housing, social security, non -discrimination and the highest attainable standard of health. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3.  Are human rights in Australia currently sufficiently protected and promoted?  Do you think change is needed to better protect and promote human rights in Australia? 
A.  The current protection of human rights in Australia is:
(  Adequate                                              ( Inadequate                                          ( Unsure 

(please check your preferred box)
Please provide details: 
(Eg. Current protection of the right not to be discriminated against is inadequate because the Northern Territory intervention has suspended the Racial Discrimination Act and allowed public officials to act in a racially discriminatory way.)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B.  Has there been a time when your human rights or those of your clients have been violated or inadequately protected?  If yes, please include a description of the situation and describe how it affected that person.  

(Eg. I work with young people in the criminal justice system and find that their views are often inadequately represented in political and legal decisions which affect them).

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C.  Does the law need to be changed to better protect and promote human rights?
	( Yes
	( No


(please check your preferred box)
Please provide details: 
(Eg. I work as an advocate for persons with a disability.   A change in the law to better protect human rights would assist me in negotiating with health services providers for better outcomes and services for my clients.)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.  How should the law be changed to better protect and promote human rights in Australia? 
A.  Should Australia have a Human Rights Act?
	( Yes
	( No


(please check your preferred box)
Please explain why you think Australia should or should not have a Human Rights Act: 


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Some points to consider are whether a Human Rights Act would (check the box next to the statement/s you agree with):
	
( Promote human dignity and respect.  
( Impose responsibilities on government with respect to human rights.   

( Protect my human rights.
( Make government accountable for rights violations.  

( Create a ‘rights-respecting culture’.

( Educate people about human rights and dignity.

( Deter human rights violations through sanctions. 

( Protect the rights of the marginalised and disadvantaged.

( Empower me.

( Bring Australia in line with other democratic nations.  

( Instil a set of national values and result in greater national unity.  
	( Create a “flood of litigation”.  
( Favour criminals and accused persons.    
( Encourage judicial activism.    
( Weaken Parliament’s capacity to legislate on human rights.  
( Inadvertently limit human rights.  
( Threaten religious freedoms.  
( Be unnecessary, as the current system for the protection and promotion of human rights in Australia is adequate.    



B.  What other changes are needed if Australia introduces a Human Rights Act?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Some ideas include (check the box next to the statement/s you agree with):
( Accessible and available information about human rights protections in Australia
( Public education campaigns on human rights
( Human rights training for government agencies and public authorities 
( Increased legal aid funding 
( Independent body to monitor and report on human rights compliance (eg. increased role for the Australian Human Rights Commission) 
C.  Is there anything else you would like to tell us about how human rights should be protected in Australia?
(Eg.  I think that for rights to be truly human rights they must extend to all persons, whether they are Australian citizens, on temporary protection visas, asylum seekers or illegal immigrants.)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………….
Signature 






Date

…………………………………………………………………

Print Full Name 
· Please check this box if you consent to us sending your submission to the NHRC Committee on your behalf.  

· Please check this box if you consent to us using the information you have provided to inform our own submissions to the NHRC Committee.  

OR

Please send your submission to:
National Human Rights Consultation Secretariat
Attorney-General's Department
Central Office, Robert Garran Offices
National Circuit
BARTON ACT 2600
Please note that submissions are due by 15 June 2009.  
[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]