[image: image1.png]*
* X

»*

Department of Planning

VICtorla and Community Development
The Place To Be




[image: image2.jpg]‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘



             


Using Human Rights in the Fight against Violence:

A Workshop for Advocates and Service Providers
EXERCISE 1
Background 
You have been approached by Ms B, a pregnant single mother of two children, who is living in government housing.  Ms B’s partner is violent toward her and her children.  Ms B recently received a notice to vacate the premises.  Reasons for the intended eviction were not provided.  However, Ms B suspects that she is being evicted because of damage to the apartment caused by her violent partner, which was observed and noted during a recent inspection carried out by the Department of Housing.  Ms B also suspects that neighbours have made comments about loud noise, caused by her partner’s frequent and abusive outbursts.  
At no time has Ms B asked her partner to leave the premises, as she is fearful that her partner will become more abusive and may (based on previous threats) abduct their children.  The police, despite being frequently called to the premises following reports of domestic violence, have taken no steps to arrest or evict Ms B’s partner.
Ms B tells you that she wishes to remain in the apartment because, without it, she and her children will be evicted into homelessness.  She is also concerned that if she and her children are evicted into homelessness they will be vulnerable to further violence and abuse.  

As a client of yours, you are concerned about the health and wellbeing of Ms B and her children.  You share with her your belief that the notice to vacate is invalid based on the understanding that, when issuing the notice to vacate, the Director of Housing failed to take into account the human rights of Ms B and her children.  In particular, you note your belief that the proposed eviction is in violation of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic.) (Victorian Charter).  
Task

Ms B is interested in what you have to say and asks for your assistance in drafting a letter to the Director of Housing and her local MP requesting that the notice to vacate be rescinded.  Together, Ms B and you decide that the letter is more likely to succeed in preventing the eviction if it draws on the rights guaranteed in the Victorian Charter.    
Using the paper provided, draft a one-page letter that highlights why the proposed eviction is a violation of Charter rights, and calls for the Director to reverse her decision to evict Ms B.  

Time
20 mins

Using Human Rights in the Fight against Violence:

A Workshop for Advocates and Service Providers

EXERCISE 2
Background
Almost 2 weeks ago, Jane Doe, a domestic violence victim/survivor, approached you for assistance in securing short-term accommodation for herself and her 2 year old daughter.  Jane is a paraplegic.  She recently tried to access a local domestic violence shelter but was told that the shelter was not wheelchair accessible.  After undertaking some research on Jane’s behalf, you find that there are very few domestic violence shelters in Victoria, including in the Warrnambool region, that are equipped to shelter victims/survivors with a disability (or victims/survivors who have a child with a disability).

You are concerned that if domestic violence victims/survivors with a disability (or victims/survivors who have a child with a disability) are unable to access shelters, they will be forced to stay with their abusive partners, putting them at further risk of domestic violence.  You decide that there is an urgent need for new domestic violence shelters in the Warrnambool region that are accessible to persons with a disability.  
After speaking with colleagues, you decide that the best strategy for achieving this objective is to lobby Government.  As part of this strategy, you decide to write a letter advocating the establishment of these facilities.  You feel that the letter will carry more weight with Government if it draws on the human rights protected in the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Victorian Charter).

Task

Using the paper provided, draft a one-page letter to Government advocating the establishment of two new domestic violence shelters in the Warrnambool Region that are fully equipped to shelter persons with a disability.  Consider to whom the letter should be addressed (ie, who within Government should receive the letter) and pay particular attention to how the letter could be strengthened by reference to the rights protected in the Victorian Charter.  

Time
20 mins
Using Human Rights in the Fight against Violence:

A Workshop for Advocates and Service Providers
EXERCISE 3 
Background

As a health worker, you regularly provide assistance to sexual assault victims/survivors.  Your suspicions about the under-reporting of sexual assault and the low rates of prosecutions and convictions of sexual violence in Australia (and in the Warrnambool region, more specifically) were recently confirmed by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.  The Committee stated:  

While noting the efforts of [Australia] to address violence against women at all levels of authority, the Committee remains concerned about the continuing prevalence of violence against women, as well as by the low rates of reporting, prosecutions and convictions in sexual assault cases.  …
The Committee … calls upon [Australia] to ensure that all violence against women is effectively prosecuted and adequately punished.  …  It requests that [Australia] provide information in its next report on the number of cases of violence reported to the police and other relevant authorities, and on the number of convictions.  …
You are concerned that women who have been sexually assaulted are not receiving justice and that the failure to prosecute is leaving women vulnerable to further acts of sexual assault.  You are also concerned about the culture of impunity that is fostered when cases of sexual assault are not effectively prosecuted and the perpetrators of those assaults are not adequately punished.

You decide that the Government needs to do more to ensure that sexual violence cases are effectively investigated and prosecuted, and that perpetrators are punished.  You believe that if the rates of prosecutions and convictions more accurately reflected the incidence of sexual assault in the community, victims/survivors would be more inclined to come forward to report their experiences to police and other service providers, for instance in the health sector.  
Task

Using the paper provided, write an opinion piece to your local newspaper calling on the Victorian Government to take steps to ensure the effective investigation and prosecution of sexual assault cases.  In writing the piece, you decide to highlight how the failure to effectively investigate and prosecute sexual assault violates the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic.).       
Time

20 mins 
